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Christmas in August
A BRIEF HISTORY:

Christmas in August was first created by Women’s Missionary Union (WMU) as a
way of getting Christmas gifts to missionaries around the world. These gifts needed to be
sent far in advance to ensure their arrival by Christmas. Over time, Christmas in August
began to be used as a way to collect items used by missionaries in North America. Most of
these items are used throughout the year to provide ministry to different types of people in
many different settings.

WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH TEXAS PORT MINISTRY?

For the past few years, Texas Port Ministry has been promoting Christmas in August
as a way of collecting for our annual Christmas gift that we give out to seafarers. This year,
we are expanding our gift giving to include truck drivers and port workers. We’re excited to
see how God will use this new expansion to further His Kingdom and expand our ministry.

We will be purchasing personalized messenger-style bags as our Christmas Gift this
year. Inside of these gifts, we will include a New Testament, a Christmas card signed by the
donor and/or volunteer missionaries, and several gospel tracts.

At a recent Port Ministries International conference, Dr. Chuck Kelly, president of
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, said that Port Ministries fly under the radar
and many people don’t know much about them. This Christmas Gift will help people to learn
who we are, where we are, and what we do.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

This year’s Christmas Gift will cost $5.00 each. You/your church/your small group
can help by giving $5.00 and a signed Christmas Card for each gift you’d like to help
purchase. Every $5.00 gift we receive will be used to spread the gospel to someone in the
Freeport Harbor Community, whether that person is an International seafarer, a trucker from
somewhere in the United States or Mexico, or a local port worker. Your $5.00 gift can make
an eternal difference in someone’s life!

HOW CAN YOUR CHURCH PARTICIPATE?

Your church can post information about our Christmas in August project in the
church bulletin. You can make a bulletin board to promote this project. You could even put
up a Christmas tree in the hallway to help draw attention to Christmas in August.

Posters and Bulletin Inserts are available by contacting us.

2010 Christmas Gift
Includes:
Messenger Bag
New Testament
Gospel Tracts
Calendar Card
Cross Bookmark
Signed Christmas
Card

TEXAS PORT
MINISTRY exists
to provide spiritual,
social and physical
care to the Freeport
Harbor
Community.

July 1, 2010

Shipping the
Good News
around the Worlg

June Ministry
Report

Ship Arrivals
69
Seafarers In Port
1725 est.
Ships Visited
39
Contacts Aboard Ship
368
Van Trips
101
Seafarers Transported
376
Contacts At Center
131
Personal Witness
27
Countries Served
31
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1103 Cherry Street
Freeport, TX 77541 USA
9792335641
Fax 979233-0521
Email: info@texasportministry.org
www.texasportministry.org
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How can you help
in Shipping the
Good News around
the World?

1 Monday Meals
Volunteers are needed to
provide a meal and help
with serving and visiting
with port workers.

1 Trucker Ministry

Volunteers
Volunteers are needed to
visit with truckers and tell
them about the ways that
Texas Port Ministry can
help them.

1 Ship Visitors

New security regulations
make it difficult for many
seafarers to leave their
ship. Volunteers are
needed to visit with these
lonely seafarers and
provide Bibles and other
materials.

1 Van Drivers
Volunteers are needed to
provide seafarers a way to
get to the center and go
shopping.

1 Dispatchers
Volunteers are needed to
answer the phone and
coordinate transportation.

1 Hosts/Hostesses
Volunteers are needed to
assist and visit with
seafarers visiting the
center.

1 Campers on Mis-

sion and
We welcome you to bring
your RV and stay with us
at the Center. This is a
great ministry
opportunity for two
weeks or longer.

A Child Shall Lead Them

By Michelle Suarez, Ministry Assistant

In living the Christian life, we have to guard against insulating
ourselves to the world. Many times we get so involved in
church activities that, if we’re not careful, we soon discover we
have surrounded ourselves with other Christians and have few
relationships with non-Christians.  This is something [’ve
struggled with myself many times.

Since coming to work at Texas Port Ministry I’ve been exposed
to a group of people I would have never met otherwise. I've
learned to love people I barely know. I’ve learned to see past
exterior appearances to see the heart of people. I’ve learned that
God likes to surprise us and keep us on our toes! You really
never know what’s going to happen at Texas Port Ministry from
one day to the next.

During the summer months, my kids occasionally come to work
with me. They’ve been given the opportunity to share ice cream
with seafarers from other countries. They’ve learned that some
patience and listening ears can help them to overcome language
barriers. As they’ve met some of the port workers, they’ve
come to learn that people who look different than them can still
be kind and fun. They’ve begun to call one of the TWIC escort
drivers “Cookie Monster” and always make sure to put out fresh
cookies in case he comes by. They are learning to put others
first as they wait to be sure all the port workers get to eat first at
Monday Meals. It’s been exciting to watch my kids learn that
God loves ALL people, regardless of nationality, race, or
outward appearance. I hope it’s a lesson they’ll remember for
the rest of their lives!

If you haven’t gotten involved in Texas Port Ministry because
you’ve been concerned about the “type” of people you’ll

R\eRcBunter or because of fear of the language barrier, let my

children serve as an example for you. God’s love can reach
across all barriers and all fears. Let God’s love propel you into
action. Don’t leave it all for the kids to do!!
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— - Upcoming Events

n Q July 1—FBC, Victoria visit

July 5—Monday Meals

/ provided by TPM
‘ July 8—South Park, Alvin
GA’s visit

July 11—Bobby at First
Baptist, West

Monday Meals Columbia

July 12—Mission Monday

Several years ago, when we changed our name from The

Seaman’s Center to Texas Port Ministry, we did so with the idea trom Eirst United
.. . Methodist, Lake
that one day we would be the center of spiritual care in the T
Freeport Harbor Community. We didn’t have a plan for how ity 1 R Toialony ey
we would accomplish this. We just followed as the Lord led. provided by West
It has become obvious to us that God’s plan includes End Baptist,
Monday Meals as one of the main resources for becoming that Freeport
center of spiritual care. Through Monday Meals, we have met July 13—TPM Board
Meeting

many port workers working in many various aspects of the port.
As we have ministered to these men and women, they have
begun to trust us and open up to us. We have nearly 5 or 6

July 19—Monday Meals
provided by GA’s

A of First Baptist,
prayer requests each week that come in just from the port Brazoria &
workers who attend Monday Meals. We’ve begun to learn more Sweeny
about them and their lives and by doing so, we’re better able to July 26—Mission Monday
minister to them and show them God’s love. from First United

Monday Meals is one of the most exciting things to Methodist, Lake
happen to Texas Port Ministry in a long time! If you’re looking daeeey
for an area to serve and to see God’s Hand at work, come to July 26_%?3:33/[%]5
Monday Meals!! gha dycrest’y

Pearland

Monday Meals schedule: July 31—Volunteer
July 5—Texas Port Ministry providing hot dogs Luncheon
July 12—West End Baptist, Freeport provided by
July 19—GA’s of FBC, Brazoria & FBC, Sweeny il i

July 26—Shadycrest, Pearland
Schedule your

When will your group sign up to help with tourof Texas
Monday Meals? Port Ministry.

We can give you a tour
of the center and/or
provide a meeting place
for your group.
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Donations Accepted:
9 Financial

donations should
be made payable
to Texas Port
Ministry

f Pay Pal donations
may be made
online

1  Wal-Mart gift
cards for center
needs and
gasoline pur-
chases

1 New and used
books and
magazines

1 Homemade
Cookies

1 Welcome Bag
items—yplease
contact us for a
specific list of
needs
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Christmas in
August

Send $5.00 and a
signed Christmas
Card for each gift
you’d like to
contribute. Gifts will
be given to people in
the Freeport Harbor
Community.

1
1
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CENTER NEEDS:
Homemade Cookies
Magazines—car, sports, news, science, nature, & cooking
magazines are the most useful.
WELCOME BAG ITEM OF THE MONTH:
Lip Balm—sticks
Toothpaste—Family size tube (6-8 0z)

WISH LIST:
DVD Player
32 inch or larger LCD television
SPECIAL THANKS:

FBC, Old Ocean WMU

FBC, Lake Jackson

Chris Shelby—FBC, Lake Jackson
Sally Hewett—FUMC, Freeport
FBC, Brazoria Men

Shadycrest, Pearland

Brazosport Baptist Temple, Angleton

PRAYER REQUESTS
Pray that God would give us numerous and obvious
opportunities to share His love with the people around us.
Pray that the staff and volunteer missionaries would be bold
in sharing our faith with everyone we come into contact with.
Pray that we would be able to see God working in the hearts
and lives of the people in the Freeport Harbor Community.
Thank God for the people who have already partnered with
us in providing Monday Meals and pray that God will
continue to call out partners in this endeavor.
We continue to have numerous prayer requests for our
volunteer missionaries and their families. Please pray for:
John Vernor, Bill Richbourg, Waldene Shuman, BJ Gary’s
family, Charlotte Seward and her family, and Jackie Fuller.




